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March 4, 2026

Ohio House of Representatives
77 S. High Street
Columbus, OH 43215



Re: HB 8 — biomarker testing legislation
Dear Members of the Ohio House of Representatives,

On behalf of all our organizations and the hundreds of thousands of patients and providers we represent
across Ohio, we respectfully request that you pass House Bill 8, which will ensure Ohioans with state-regulated
insurance plans, including Medicaid, have coverage for biomarker testing when medically appropriate.

This is now the third General Assembly that has considered our biomarker testing bill. Over the past few years,
we have made a significant number of changes to the bill to address stakeholder concerns, including adding
cost-containment measures. This legislation does not require health plans to cover all biomarker tests.
Coverage is only required for the tests that will provide a benefit to the patient by meeting one of the
purposes described in the bill and supported by scientific and medical evidence as described in the bill. This
coverage does not apply to biomarker tests used for screening purposes. Additionally, health plans will only
need to cover one biomarker test when multiple similar tests are available. Finally, legislative intent language
was included to prevent test manufacturers from inflating the price of biomarker tests.

The House Health Committee passed HB 8 on February 18, 2026. To date, 22 states have passed legislation to
improve access to biomarker testing and ensure more patients have access to the testing they need.
Unfortunately, a significant percentage of patients do not have access to the biomarker testing they need
because it is not covered by their insurer or the out-of-pocket costs would be too high. A recent study found
that 78% of Ohioans are covered by plans that have more restrictive coverage than what is recommended by
the National Comprehensive Cancer Network® (NCCN) guidelines for several common cancers.” On behalf of
the patients and health care providers we represent across Ohio, we ask that the House swiftly address this
important matter and pass HB 8.

Timely access to guideline-indicated comprehensive biomarker testing will enable more patients to access the
most effective treatments for their disease.™" Progress in improving health outcomes increasingly involves the
use of precision medicine, which uses information about a person’s own genes or proteins to diagnose and
treat diseases. Access to precision medicine often requires biomarker testing, which analyzes biological
samples to identify biomarkers (genetic mutations, molecular signatures) that may impact treatment

decisions.

Biomarker testing is increasingly important for cancer care — and for the treatment of other diseases. Thirty-
seven of the 62 oncology drugs launched in the past five years require or recommend biomarker testing prior
to use." Biomarker testing is increasingly important to enrolling patients in clinical trials as the number and
percentage of cancer clinical trials that involve biomarkers has grown significantly."

Access to biomarker testing can help achieve the triple aim of health care including better health outcomes,
improved quality of life, and reduced costs. This testing can lead to treatments with fewer side effects, longer
survival, and allow patients to avoid treatments that are likely to be ineffective or unnecessary. Studies have
found upfront broader biomarker testing results in substantial cost savings for commercial payers” and
decreased expected testing procedure costs to the health plan."" Some studies have found minimal cost
increases as a result of the costs of more effective treatment and prolonged patient survival." The purpose of
this legislation is to enable more Ohioans to access appropriate testing; currently the cost of biomarker testing
— when not covered by insurance — is a significant barrier for many patients.

We respectfully ask that you pass HB 8 as soon as possible. Please reach out to Leo Almeida, ACS CAN
Government Relations Director for Ohio at Leo.Almeida@cancer.org with any questions.

Sincerely,


mailto:Leo.Almeida@cancer.org
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